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be you are by Tow 

hopefully aware (unless, 

of course, you don't read 
this part of the magazine, in 
which case you still won't know) 
CU Amiga magazine has closed. 

Now don’t worry, I don’t 

want to go on about it like I did 
last month. I don’t even wish to 
re-iterate that we are still here 


and planning to be publishing AF 


for some time to come. 

No, I really want to say a 
welcome to some of the new 
writers who will be helping to 
keep you informed and 
entertained from now on. Thanks 
to the Perestroika in the Amiga 
market, we are pleased to be able 
to continue to bring you the 
thoughts and wisdom of a wider 
variety of writers. 

It may be that Amiga Format 
has approached things differently 
to other magazines, and we will 
probably continue to do so, but I 
don't believe that our authority 
can be anything but strengthened 
by now having a larger collection 
of indisputably the best Amiga 
writers helping us to create AF for 
you every month. 

The names of these writers 
may be familiar to you. We have 
already been treated to a review 
by Andrew Korn, and this month 
sees the start of anew HTML 
tutorial written by Neil Bothwick 
who, until recently, has been 
writing Internet columns for CU 
Amiga. Also this month, another 
tutorial pops up, penned, or at 
least keyboarded, by another 
familiar name, Tony Horgan. 


Tony and I first 
met when I did 
some freelance for 
AUT Magazine, where 
he was a writer. 
When I later joined 
CU Amiga as 
technical editor, | 
discovered that 
Tony had left ALT 
and gone freelance 
himself. I didn’t 
hesitate to get him 
to do some writing 
for CU, and he was 
glad to have 
somewhere he could 
come and subject 
people to his 
“thumpin’ choons”. 

He eventually 
became a full time 
member of staff and 
obviously stayed on to later 
become editor of the title. 

So, actually, contrary to what 
many people might think, Tony 
and I get on pretty well (so long 
as he doesn't try to subject me to 
any more of his MED modules). 
In fact, I’ve just got back from 
having a jolly nice lunch with 
him, as he has just paid us a visit 
to personally deliver his copy for 
the brand new opinion column 
in the news section. 

While there may have been 
professional rivalries in the past, 
there has never been any 
personal animosity between 
Amiga Format and any other 
Amiga writers. We are, as 
journalists, all trying to do the 
same thing after all, and I 








Nick and Tony, up in a tree, K, |, 5, 5, L N, G. First 
comes love, then comes marriage, here comes... 


certainly respect the work of the 
people I have already mentioned. 

Although by the fact that you 
are reading this I can tell that you 
are a dedicated follower of Amiga 
Format, 1 hope you can agree that 
having more writers, especially 
ones who have come “from the 
other side”, can only improve 
your reading experience. 

As ever, if you have any 
comments about things you 
would like to see in the magazine, 
things that you don’t want to see 
in the magazine, or just points in 
general about any of our reviews 
or features, or even how silly 
Colin looks with a halo, please 
drop me a line at Mailbag, Amiga 
Format, 50 Monmouth Street, 
Bath, BAI 2BW. AF 
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talks you through the 
programs that are on the subs disk. 








ASSIGNMASTER V1.2 
Assign Master is a nifty little tool 
that’s designed to handle 
assigns from Workbench. It 
features a nice GUI and all 
features of CLI “assign” 
command are included. 

Its also possible to use 
Assien Master to create all your 
system assigns at boot time 
with only one program call. 

To use Assien Master you'll need at least OS3 with 
Kickstart v39. Assien Master can be run either from 
CLI or from Workbench and it’s usage is really casy 
as all the creation and changing of assigns is done in 
the edit window, which is opened by pressing either 
the “edit” or “change” button. 

Drag and drop for Workbench icons is also 
supported, making assigning even easier. 


FONTCACHE V1.5 


If vou have shed-loads of fonts installed on your 
system, you'll know how long it can take to read 
your fonts into a program's font requestor. On some 
systems, especially on un- 
accelerated Amigas, this simple 
process can take an absolute 
age. If this applies to you and 
you're fed up with the wait, 
you Il be well advised to take a 
look at FoniCache, 

FontCache is a patch that is 
applied to the diskfont.library. 
It patches the AvailFonts() 


‘GETTING STARTED 


To get as much as possible on this disk, most fi les 


| | with the LZX utility. There is no 
‘Workbench Startup-Sequence, 50 to access the 
p programs: boot from your Workbench disk. 





Assigns made dead easy, thanks to 
AssignMaster. 





MUI banking program extraordinaire... 


function, resulting in a very quick 
font requestor initialisation. 

As an example, with a font 
directory containing 
approximately S00 fonts, 
building the font requestor takes 
only five seconds, compared to 
the normal half a minute. The 
patched library keeps the 
complete database of available 
fonts in a file on disk and reads that, instead of 
parsing the FONTS: directory tree. This opens the 
font requestor much faster, depending on the 
number of fonts you keep. This IS NOT an 
additional RAM cache, like the one supplied by the 


ASL or reqtools library — the cache 1s kept on disk. 


HOMEBANK V1.2 


If you've ever had problems keeping track of your 
finances, Homebank could be your solution. 

HomeBank is a home accounting program which 
is more than a simple account manager. It has lots 
of great features to analyse your financial cash flow 
in detail. It has a nice MUI interface design and also 
makes full use of NList.mce. It’s 
also innovative with regard to the 
new concepts and features it 
enables. It was programmed in 
optimised Cand it is both 
powerful and stable as a result. 

If you're looking fora 
convenient system for doing your 
home accounting then HomeBank 
could well be the software vow re 


Locate the programs you want in the drawers 

on this disk and double-click on the icon to run the 
decompression script. The programs are expanded 
into the RAM disk. You may then transfer them 
onto any disk you like. Not all of the files have 
icons, so be careful when copying them. _ 





looking for. Homebank’s numerous features include a 
MUT interface, online help, currency support, 
column sort and even a calculator. 


JPEGLIBRARY V4 

This is for anyone who wants to use/manipulate jpeg 
files in their own applications. Jpeg.library is a 
shared library that can be used to examine, load and 
save jpeg images. You can load and save multiple 
jpeg objects and the library supports all the standard 
jpeg quality and smoothing parameters. [peg images 
can be scaled smaller and the jpeg data can reside 
on disk or in memory. 


PLAYHD V1.0907 
PlayHD is a fully-featured, 16- 
bit, audio hard 
disk-recording package, 
based on the ever popular 
AHI system by Martin Blom, 
PlayHD supports 
multitracking, allowing you 
to play a number of samples 
directly from hard disk and 
simultaneously record 
another (stereo) track. 

Thanks to its AAT 
support, an increasing number of 
samplers/soundcards can be used with PlayHD, 
without re-writing a single bit of code. Even the 
Amiga’s own Paula chip can be used to play samples 
in a special 1--bit calibrated mode. 

PlayHD has a comprehensive mixing desk, 


AHI means that these 
sounds can be played 


providing you with real-time per channel control 
over volume, panning and mute, along with full 
mixer-automation based on the event-list. This can 
control the channel faders, panning, mutes and 
master volume. Play AD also has a whole host of 
special effects, including Delay, Noise Gate, Chorus, 
Comp/ Limiter, Amplifier, Frequency and FIR-filters, 
as well as support for MIDI synchronisation. This 
allows you to synchronise audio with an external 
MIDI sequencer. 

This version of PlayHD can now play up to a 
maximum of 20 samples at a ime, but this is 
obviously dependent on such factors as your 
processor's power, the speed of your hard disk and 
the kind of audio sampler you use. 


RAWCON V1.1 

This program a little MU utility that converts CD 
audio files to AIFF or RAW, enabling you to modify 
them. It doesn't load the source file into memory, so 
it can be used with very large files. 















back on a 16-bit device. 
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TUSE V1.32 
TUSE ( The Ultimate Search Engine) is a little search 
application that’s very quick and really simple to use. 
It recognises IFF, ILBM, IFF ANIMS, JPEG, GIF, 
PNG, 8SVX, MED, SFCD, WAY, 
AU, LAX, LhA; DMS and Guide 
files, One of TUSE’s great features 
is its ability to save any matches to 
the device you specify. For 
example, you could search through 
your Work: partition for jpeg files 
and then save them all to your 
Data: partition. 






| Search Pate: [Moree 7] 
|Search By: |] NAHE | Fee | Exact E=] 
| Save Files: 3 Save Path: Patar ee |! 


|Display: Œ| MATCHES | Action: | continue | 
com: | tuse: DIU ew | 


$ave Prefs 


Output To: C 


Search | 


Searching for files is handy if your hard drive's a mess! 


YADI V1.1 


YADI is a small, CLI -only program to transfer disk 
images to and from Amiga devices. Although not a 
new idea, FADI is a little different because it can 
support disk images greater than 880Kb, which is 
the size of a standard, low density Amiga floppy 
drive, handled by trackdisk.device. There are some 
programs that can support larger drives but they 
force you to supply the exec device name and unit, 
such as trackdisk.device unit 0, instead of di): 

YADI should prove very useful to you if you need 
to store NDOS disks as files, make backups of 
devices, transfer Amiga disks to Amiga emulators or 
if you need to transfer Amiga disk images used in 
the emulators back to Amiga disks. 

YADI has support for any Amiga device that 
supports trackcdisk commands, of any size, using any 
filesystem. This includes standard DFO: to DF4: 
(either low or high density), Cross-DOS devices like 
PCO:, Cross-Mac devices, diskspare devices, RAD: , 
hard disk partitions and Zip drives. AF) 
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SUBSCRIBE TO FRONTIERS 
MAGAZINE FOR JUST £9.95* 


RISK FREE SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


O Six issues delivered direct to your door 

C Each issue costs only £1.66 

O You'll save up to 33% on the normal cover price 
O FREE UK postage and packing 
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Frontiers is the new popular 
science and technology 
magazine from Future 
Publishing, the publishers of 
Amiga Format. Each monthly 
issue comes packed with all the 
latest science, technology and 
space exploration news from 
around the world — and beyond! 
| What's more, you'll find many 


O You won't miss an issue! 


famous names contributing to the 
magazine, including Patrick Moore 
and Arthur C. Clarke. : 
Combine this with a creative 
team dedicated to bringing you the 
most amazing photographs of 
science in action and it’s obvious 
why you shouldn't miss a single 
issue! To take out a money-saving 
subscription, simply fill in the form. 


POST THE COUPON OR CALL THE CREDIT cann HOTLINE ON = 01458 271156 





E meade start my subscription at the discount rate ticked below (6 issues) 
; O Pease start my subscription from the December cover-dated issue 
i O Please start my subscription from the Christmas cover-dated issue 
| O UK (cheque/eredit card) £9.95 


| O Europe (inc Eire) £13.95* OiRest of the World £18.95* 
(Overseas prices quoted are for Airmail only) 
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UK readers return this coupon to: j 
Frontiers Magazine, Subscriptions, Future Publishing Ltd, FREEPOST [ 
654900, Somerton, Somerset, TA11 6BR 

Overseas readers return (postage payable) to: 


Somerton, Somerset, UK TA11 STS 

Please indicate your method of payment 

1: 2 Cheque 

(payable to Future Publishing Ltd. Sterling cheques drawn on a UK bank ac) 
2. Visa O Mastercard 


3. O Switch issue No/Valid Date asein Say perio eee api ee 
Card NUMDE] fs icscccsscsssccsecccrsecseesecceses Epee aparea enade iE Eeer o i 
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